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In this month's issue: 

Î AM-CAN News & Photo Gallery 
Î Bell's Judo Club's Local Heroes 
Î Judo: The Knowledge that Saved My Life 
Î Jujitsu America National Convention 
Î Remembering Wally Jay 
Î Upcoming Events  
Î The latest "Judo News Around the Country"  
Î New Clubs, Promotions, and more regular 

features 

AM-CAN photographs courtesy of Connie Halporn.  All rights reserved. 
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     Please contribute your news to Growing Judo !  Make sure your submissions are:  
  

* CONCISE, well-written and proofread. 

* Contain correct details (dates, contact information, etc.) and include hyperlinks to event forms. 

* In WORD format (not PDF!) or in the body of the email.   

* Send photos as separate attachments in JPG (preferred) or another standard form (GIF or 
bitmap OK).   

* Your original work, or submitted with  the permission of the creator. 

* If possible, includes a few quality, interesting photos; be sure that you have permission to submit 
photos of others, ESPECIALLY minors.  Try to include ACTION shots! 

* Has "Growing Judo" or "GJ" in the subject line of your email. 
 

      Thanks for your support! 
  

      Joan Love, Editor, Growing Judo 
      Vice-President, USJA  
      Chair, Club Support Services/Regional Coordinators  
      judolady210@aol.com 
 

 

EDITOR'S NOTES:  Our sincere thanks to the many individuals have shared their stories and 
photographs in t his issue.  Please note that they have given permission for their work to be 
published in USJA's Growing Judo only .  All rights are reserved .  Articles and photographs seen 
here may NOT be reproduced without permission.  

 Submissions to Growing Judo become the property of the magazine  and may be edited and 
utilized at the discretion of the editorial staff.  

The next issue of USJA's Growing Judo will be August, 2011.  If you have any news and/or  any 
planned events, please submit your information PROMPTLY:  by July 24th or earlier if possible. 

Please understand that it may not be possible to include information submitted after that date.  

mailto:judolady210@aol.com
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AM-CAN International Judo 
Challenge, May 27-29, 2011 

Now in its 39th year, the AM-CAN was 
founded by Mel and Joan Ginter and 
remains one of the best developmental 
judo tournaments in the U.S.   

The AM-CAN is open to members of any 
of the three US judo organizations:  
USJA, USJF or USA Judo, and anyone 
with a foreign judo membership card. 

Participants this year represented many of the United States, not only from the Northeast but as 
far away as Michigan, Maryland, Tennessee and Georgia, 
as well as the provinces of Ontario and Quebec, Canada, 
and the United Kingdom.  There was a great turnout of 
Juniors, both Novice and Advanced Senior Men, Senior 
Women, and Masters. 

The event was held at the Koessler Athletic Center at 
Canisius College in downtown Buffalo.  Zebra Mats 
provided tatami for the 4 mat areas.  A great team of 
volunteers, led by AM-CAN President Bob Hall and 
Tournament Directors Tony Grisanti and Chris Zusi, 
kept the two-day tournament running smoothly and on 
schedule.   

On Friday evening, parents, coaches, officials and senior 
competitors were invited to a reception at the host 
hotel, Adam's Mark, in downtown Buffalo. The reception 
featured a tribute to 1964 Olympian George Harris.  
Among the speakers was his teammate and friend, 1964 
Olympic Bronze Medalist Jim Bregman. 

AM-CAN volunteer Andy Boulet took 1st place 
in his Masters division 
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The AM-CAN International Judo Challenge is part of 
the USJA/USJF Grassroots JudoTM partnership.   The 
goal of this program is not only to grow participation 
in all aspects of judo:  recreation, sport, self-defense 
and physical fitness, but to promote "the holistic 
contribution of Judo to society" as it fosters good 
citizenship and positive values. 
You can read more about the Grassoots JudoTM 
program here:  http://www.usja -
judo.org/GrassRoots/index.htm 

Next year will be a special one for the AM -CAN as 
it celebrates its 40th year.  Mar k your calendars  
for Memorial Day weekend, 2012 --we hope to see 
you there ! 
 
 
 

Following the Junior competition on Saturday, registered competitors of all ages were invited to attend a 
FREE clinic from 4:00-6:00 p.m. with Jim Bregman (1964 Olympic Bronze Medalist, 1965 World Bronze 
Medalist), Heiko Rommelmann (Pan-Am Gold Medalist and many-time National Kata Champion) and Joan 
Love (4-time National Masters Champion). 

 

The AM-CAN is a National 

Referee Candidate 

Examination Site.  IJF-A 

Referees Richard Celotto 

(Chief Referee for the 

tournament) and Kei 

Narimatsu provided a 

comprehensive full-day 

Referee clinic on Friday, 

May 27th that was FREE for 

all referees, coaches and 

Senior competitors. 

http://www.usja-judo.org/GrassRoots/index.htm
http://www.usja-judo.org/GrassRoots/index.htm

